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Ten Questions 

          to Ask 
                 Your Counselor


Your school counselor is one of your best resources as you plan for college.  Here are some basic questions to help get your conversation started (www.collegeboard.com)

1. What courses do I need to take to be ready for college?

2. Which AP courses should I consider taking?

3. How should I study for the SAT, and when is it given at W & L? How should I apply?

4. What activities can I do at home and over the summer to get ready for college?

5. What kinds of grades do different colleges require?

6. When is W & L’s college fair?

7. Do you have any information to help me start exploring careers?

8. If my colleges need a recommendation from you, how can I help you know me better, so it can be more person?

9. Are there any special scholarships or awards that I should know about now, so I can work toward them?

10. What forms do I use to apply for financial aid and where can I find them online?

          Washington & Lee

Career Fair
March 15

How to do well on the SAT
· Stay calm

· Stay confident

· Stay focused
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Scheduling to Start Soon


The Washington & Lee counselors are already thinking of the scheduling process for the 2012-2013 school year. The staff hopes to begin meeting with rising seniors, the class of 2013, the week of March 12. The week will start out with an assembly and hopefully students will be able to enter their classes online and then meet individually with their counselor.


Rising juniors, the class of 2014, will meet the week of March19 and the rising sophomores, the class of 2015, the week of March 26.

Things to think about when Scheduling

Consider the following when you are scheduling:

· Course Rigor –  Honors, AP and Dual Enrollment classes

· Teacher recommendations: Teachers will recommend a course for the next year based on performance in this year’s class.

· Understanding of previous grade-level curriculum: it is important for students to have a solid knowledge base to move onto the next level.
Five Reasons 
         to Take An AP Class

1. To challenge yourself.

2. Good practice for college.

3. Possible college credit.

4. Saving money.

5. Boost your GPA.

Internet Do’s & Don’ts
Do’s






Don’t’s

* Keep in touch with your friends


* Post incriminating information

* Take advantage of privacy controls


* Use social-networking sites to disparage or * Be aware of who can view your online

    bully others

   information

SAT Testing  at W & L



ACT Testing
May 5 and deadline is April 6



April 14 and deadline is March 9
June 2 and deadline is May 8



June 9 and deadline is May 4
WHAT DO I DO IF I
HAVE BEEN PLACED
ON A WAIT LIST?
If you have any possible interest in remaining on that college’s wait list, follow the directions provided in the decision letter that informed you about your wait list status. Usually, this means filling out a postcard regarding your intention to remain on that particular wait list and returning that card promptly to the college in question. By returning this card, you are not committing to anything but staying on the wait list. 
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Seek out your college counselor to inform him or her of these decisions and to talk about your level of interest. 

Following the directions offered in your initial decision letter packet, craft a letter/email to your interested school(s) that provides any new information and reinforcement of your high level of interest in that particular college. If you can honestly state that you will be sure to attend the school if admitted off of the wait list, then tell the folks at that school. Be sure seek out your college counselor for final editing and advice. Such letters provide colleges with important information about you – 3rd and 4th quarter grades can often be helpful to an applicant’s candidacy – as well as providing schools with some sense of the level of interest you have for that school. As far as any wait list is concerned, such demonstrated interest is primary in their further decision-making processes. Don’t blow a possibility at a school of great interest because you are too lazy to write to them.                    [image: image3.wmf]
Follow up with a phone call about a week and a half to two weeks later. Ask if the school has received your correspondence, but use the opportunity to talk with an admissions counselor (hopefully the one who read your application and knows your file) about why you feel you are a great fit for that particular school. 

Regardless of your wait list status, you MUST make a final decision among the schools where you have been admitted by MAY 1! You must plan for the future from the options – those admit decisions you did receive – that lie before you. If the wait list opportunities come through, it is likely that you will not hear of such decisions before the May 1 response date; don’t jeopardize your future holding out hope for opportunities that may not ever arise. Make your decision among the options in front of you, send in your enrollment deposit to one – and only one – school by May 1st, and stay in touch with your college counselor about your wait list status. You should also submit the housing application to that school as well to make sure you receive the most desirable living situation possible. 

While we can never guarantee the actions that colleges will take, we will support you in any appropriate way that we can. Stay in touch with your college counselor, especially as you leave campus to undertake your internships this spring. If you have been wait-listed, the decisions may come at just about any time, so we need your cooperation
